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At a glance:

A LAWYER'S DUTY OF TECHNOLOGY
COMPETENCE BY STATE

A Majority of States Require Attorneys to Keep up With Technology

In 2012 the American Bar Association amended Comment 8 to Model Rule of Professional Conduct 11
(Duty of Competence) to address changes in technology. The Comment now reads: "To maintain the
requisite knowledge and skill, a lawyer should keep abreast of changes in the law and its

practice, including the benefits and risks associated with relevant technelogy. engage in continuing
study and education and comply with all continuing legal education requirements to which the lawyer
Is subject”

A majority of states (in blue above) adopted the amended comment or otherwise require attorneys to
stay abreast of changes in technology as it relates to law practice.
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